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Activities
Know Your Numbers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Complete the statements by drawing a line to the correct number. Complete the statements by drawing a line to the correct number.

More than this many people listened to Dr. King’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech at the National Mall in 
Washington D.C.

The Kingdom Day Parade in Los Angeles features 
dance teams, marching bands, and more than this 
many floats.  

This many people signed the King Center petitions 
in support of a federal holiday honoring Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  

The Civil Rights Act was passed in this year, 
outlawing discrimination.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was baptized at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church when he was this many years old.

Rosa Parks was arrested on December 1 of this 
year, when she refused to give up her bus seat to a 
person of European ancestry.

Dr. King was assassinated in Memphis Tennessee 
on April 4 in this year.
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American Holidays
Martin Luther King Jr Day

Reference: Pages 8-9

Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

 Civil rights activists like Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks change the course of 
history through their words and actions. Using the library and online resources, research 
civil rights activists and choose one that interests you. Then, use your research to write a 
biography about your chosen person. Use the concept web below as a guide.

•  Where does  
this individual  
currently reside?

•  Does he or she  
have a family?

Adulthood

•  What did you learn  
from the books you  
read in your research?

•  Would you suggest  
these books to others?

•  Was anything missing  
from these books?

•   Where and  
when was this  
person born?

•  Describe his or her  
parents, siblings,  
and friends. 

•  Did this person grow  
up in unusual 
circumstances?

•  What is this person’s  
life’s work?

•  Has he or she received 
awards or recognition  
for accomplishments?

•  How have  
this person’s 
accomplishments  
served others?

•  What was this  
person’s education?

•  What was his or her  
work experience?

•  How does this person work; 
what is or was the process 
he or she uses or used?

•  Did this individual have  
a positive attitude?

•  Did he or she receive  
help from others?

•  Did this person  
have a mentor?

•  Did this person face  
any hardships?

•  If so, how were the 
hardships overcome?

Your Opinion

Childhood

Main  
Accomplishments

Work and 
Preparation

Help and 
Obstacles

WRITING A 
BIOGRAPHY
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Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Fill in the Blanks
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Using information found in the book, fill in the missing information below.

1. Dr. King’s “I Have a ” speech on August 28, 1963, became one of the 
best-known speeches in history.

2. Candlelight  and wreath-laying  often take place  
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

3. Dr. King said that people around the world should fight  with love.

4. “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are 
created .”

5. Dr. King was a  and a  
doctor of .

6. Americans celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on the 
 Monday of January each year.

7. Today, Rosa Parks is known as the  
“  of the civil rights movement.”
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American Holidays
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Reference: Pages 16-17

Symbols of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Using the book, write the name of each of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day symbols shown below.  
Then, write a brief description of the symbol.

SYMBOL NAME

DESCRIPTION

SYMBOL NAME

DESCRIPTION

SYMBOL NAME

DESCRIPTION
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Create Your Own Holiday
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

 Does your family celebrate any special holidays? Use the guidelines below to describe the 
holiday and how you celebrate it. 

1.  Name of holiday:

2.  When it is celebrated:

3.  Why it is celebrated:

4.  Special holiday foods:

5.  Special holiday activities:
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Martin Luther King, Jr Day Quiz
Test your knowledge of Martin Luther King Jr. Day by answering
these quiz questions. Check your answers in the activity pack.

1 How high is the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial in Washington, D.C.?

2 Where is Dr. King’s tomb?

3 Who was Dr. King’s wife?

4 Where did Dr. King give his famous, “I Have a Dream” speech?

5 When was Martin Luther King, Jr. born?

6 In what year did Dr. King win the Nobel Peace Prize?

7 When is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day?

8 Where was Dr. King assassinated?

9 What event takes place each year in Los Angeles, California?

10 When was the first official Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebrated?
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Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the 
correct definition for each word. Check your answers on 
page 23 of the book.

civil rights
conferences
congregation
discrimination

equality
injustice
protest
segregation

theology
unjust laws

 1. 
a group that gathers for  
religious worship

 2. 
the study of religion and the nature  
of God

 3. 
rules that do not protect everyone’s  
rights equally

 4. 
a wrong act

 5. 
right to freedom and the pursuit of 
happiness, belonging to each person

 6.  
forced separation

 7. 
treating people unfairly because of their 
skin color, race, or religion

 8. 
having equal rights for all people

 9. 
meetings

 10. 
organized complaints

Your
Score is
Your

Score is   =      %
KEYWORDS
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Quiz Answer Key
Compare your quiz answers with the answer key below.

1. 30 feet (9 m)

2. The King Center

3.  Coretta Scott King

4.  Washington, D.C.

5.  January 15, 1929

6. 1964

7.  The third Monday in January

8.  Memphis, Tennessee

9. The Kingdom Day Parade

10. January 1986
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